SchoolSmartkKC

Providing students access to high-quality education in Pre-K is imperative. This early exposure contributes to
improved long-term academic outcomes and elevated achievement levels. In Kansas City the availability of
top-tier Pre-K options has been inconsistent.

In 2018, SchoolSmartKC established the Pre-K Cooperative to strengthen and elevate the quality of Pre-K
programs across our city, and since inception we have introduced over 700 Pre-K spots, with significant focus on
neighborhoods with the greatest needs.

The results we see from these classrooms is impressive: on average only 23% of students entering cooperative
Pre-K rooms would be considered prepared for kindergarten . After one year of access to a high quality Pre-K
educational environment, we are seeing 75% of students graduating from these classrooms “kindergarten
ready”. Alongside our work with current Pre-K providers, we are also engaging with smaller and home-based
partners in our most marginalized neighborhoods to assist them in obtaining state level accreditation, accessing
supplementary state funding, and expanding their capacity to accommodate more early learners.
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